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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2016-479
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: July 26, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU
Date of Analysis: July 29, 2016
Type of Action: Street Closure
Bill Summary: The ordinance closes and abandons and/or disclaims portions of Church Street and Market Street, a 60 foot right-of-way and an 80 foot right-of-way, respectively, located in Council District 7, as established in Harts Map of Jacksonville, Plat Book 1, page 2, in the former public records of Duval County, at the request of the Downtown Investment Authority (the “applicant”), subject to reservation by the City of Jacksonville, JEA, AT&T, and the TECO Peoples Gas of easements over the closed right-of-way for ingress and egress for all utilities; it provides a right of reentry for failure to use the abandoned right-of-way as an Urban Open Space.
Background Information: The closure and abandonment  of portions of the right-of-way is requested to transfer ownership to the abutting property owner, the Rector, Wardens and Vestry of St. Johns Parish (the “Cathedral”), of the Cathedral Park parcel (the “park”), which exists with said right-of-way and which was created pursuant to that certain Redevelopment Agreement authorized by Ordinance 1999-451-E.  The park was built to City standards and inspected and accepted by the appropriate City agencies.  The closure request was reviewed and approved by city, state and utility agencies that might have an interest in the right-of-way and there were no objections to the applicant’s request.  The Cathedral will maintain the park and post signage regarding the hours during which the park will be open to the public. The park is to remain an “Urban Open Space” to be managed as an open area either in its natural state, landscaped, or developed for minimal passive use. If the park is used as anything other than an Urban Open Space, then on a date three days after the City provides the Cathedral with written notice of the violation, the City shall have the right, but not the duty, to reenter the park and upon exercise of such reentry, all right, title, and interest of the Cathedral shall revert to the City.
Policy Impact: Public Works/Downtown Investment Authority
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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